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February 20, 2019 
 
Deacon Steven G. Linton 
St. Anthony Abbot Church 
900 St. Anthony Street 
Cumberland, WI  54829                           RE:  new Church building proposal 
 
 
Dear Deacon Steve: 
 
Greetings from the Chancery - I apologize for our delay in providing this written 
response.  Bishop Powers received your letter dated December 11, 2018 regarding the 
above project, and has asked that I respond on his behalf.  Bishop understands that you 
seek his initial approval of the concept of building a new St. Anthony Abbot Church, and 
to begin identifying an architect to work with to envision the building and potential costs.  
Bishop and I recall your letter from June 2018 advising that based on the poor condition 
of the church, that you are trying to not invest any money in the church building except 
for emergency and safety issues.   
 
Bishop also appreciates that you had an inspection done of the church last year by a local 
contractor that did the work at Sacred Heart in Almena.  Your primary concerns are the 
roof, and water infiltration issues with the roof and basement walls.  The contractor 
agreed with your concerns, and also listed concerns with the foundation, mechanical 
systems, and ADA issues.  There may also be an issue with seating capacity.  You were 
not surprised to receive the contractor’s opinion that a new building, as compared to 
multiple repair and renovation projects, would be the better long term investment. 
 
You have advised that your Parish Pastoral Council has appointed a building committee 
to evaluate the feasibility of a new church project.  Some of the members were on a 
similar committee back in 2010.  After an October 2018 visit with the committee by 
myself, you spent a couple of weeks announcing to the parishioners that there is a 
committee appointed that is considering a new church.  You stated that while there were a 
few dissenters, the response for the most part has been favorable.  Your letter advised 
Bishop about the parish finances:  that the parish investment account and savings 
balances total about $1 million.  There will be a future discussion about restricted 
donations, a capital campaign, and possibly financing.     
 
Bishop approves your request to continue the planning process!  It is also our 
understanding that you are requesting permission to move forward in the process to get 
an architect hired.  Those costs are to be determined.  The next step for your committee is 
to develop a Request for Proposal and to advertise for interested and qualified architects.  



Again, Bishop approves your careful progress in reviewing potential architects.  For your 
information, please review the materials in the Diocesan Policies Appendix K.  Also, you 
may benefit from conferring with Mr John Ader (ader2j@gmail.com) of the St. Anne, 
Boulder Junction parish, as they have recently completed these early processes. 
 
As a friendly reminder, when you have a request to incur architectural fees, which may 
be substantial, another formal letter to Bishop will be required.  Article 7.4 of the revised 
Bylaws for your parish corporation require unanimous approval of all directors for 
expenditures in excess of $5,000.  At that time, it will be necessary for the St. Anthony 
Abbot Church Corporation to make a corporate resolution authorizing this architect fee 
expense.  Once you have selected an architect, and have a specific architect expense 
proposal for Bishop to consider, please submit another request letter, with the scope of 
work details and architectural fee expense estimates. 
 
In the future, as your project and design planning begin, if you have any contractor / 
design / risk management questions, please contact Mr. Paul Altmann, our claims/risk 
manager.  As I mentioned in October, Mr. Altmann strongly recommends that if a bell 
tower is part of the plan, that it be a separate structure from the church building.  At the 
appropriate time, please confer with Bishop and Mr. Paul Birch, Director of Worship, 
regarding the worship space design and concept, thank you. 
 
You are off to a great start!  Our prayers and best wishes are with you as you continue the 
early planning stages of envisioning a new church for the Cumberland parish community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel Blank,  Director of Administrative Services 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc:    Most Rev. James P. Powers 
         Very Rev. James F. Tobolski 
         Very Rev. John R. Gerritts 
         Mr. Paul Birch           
         Mr. Paul Altmann 
 


